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[ Abstract] Objective To systematically evaluate the methodological and reporting
quality of domestic and international guidelines and consensus on multiple sclerosis (MS).
Methods CNKI, WanFang, VIP, CBM, PubMed, Embase, NGC, NICE, GIN, and Medlive were
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searched from January 1, 2013, to May 31, 2024. Two reviewers independently assessed the methodological and
reporting quality of the included guidelines and consensus using the AGREE II and RIGHT tools, respectively.
The intraclass correlation coefficient (ICC) was used to evaluate consistency. Results A total of 10 guidelines
and 11 consensus were included. These were published between 2015 and 2024, in various countries including
China, the United States, the United Kingdom and France. The ICC values for the two tools were both > 0.75.
In terms of AGREE II methodological quality assessment, the average standardized scores in the domains of
scope and purpose, stakeholder involvement, rigor of development, clarity of presentation, applicability, and
editorial independence were 85.58%, 61.77%, 43.40%, 89.42%, 61.01%, and 68.25%, respectively. The scores
across various fields are as follows: 4 guidelines rated as A, 17 guidelines rated as B, and none rated as C. Four
high-quality guidelines were identified. The average reporting rate for RIGHT was 57.79%. In terms of RIGHT
reporting quality, the reporting rates for basic information, background, evidence, recommendations, review and
quality assurance, funding, declaration and management of interest, and other information were 80.16%, 68.90%,
24.05%, 66.67%, 19.05%, 53.27%, and 50.79%, respectively. Conclusion The overall quality of the included MS
guidelines/consensuses is moderate, and the methodological and reporting quality needs further improvement.

Future development of MS guidelines and consensus should adhere strictly to international standards to ensure

high-quality guidelines that provide clear and standardized guidance for clinical practice.
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#*2 AGREE I EFREBIFMER (%)
Table 2. Evaluation results of methodological quality assessed by AGREE 1I (%)
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142! 97.22 83.33 79.17 100.00 64.58 70.83 6 0 A
152 75.00 58.33 38.54 91.67 52.08 70.83 3 0 B
16" 80.56 52.78 36.46 91.67 62.50 70.83 4 0 B
17% 80.56 52.78 30.21 91.67 66.67 70.83 4 0 B
187 86.11 41.67 19.79 69.44 60.42 75.00 4 1 B
198 94.44 61.11 35.42 86.11 70.83 70.83 5 0 B
20" 83.33 63.89 36.46 91.67 70.83 70.83 5 0 B
21 94.44 63.89 41.67 88.89 62.50 70.83 5 0 B

155 (X+s ) 85.58+9.44 61.77+15.01 43.40+23.30 89.42+9.61 61.01 +13.16 68.25+16.53 - -

=3 MANIER/HIRFTEZRETFNLEAITER%, M ( Py, Prs) ]
Table 3. Results of subgroup analysis of methodological quality assessment incorporating guidelines/consensus
[°/°! M(P25, P75)]

Wl S RN H Z5 A\ T FEIR 1T Wb o7 Gty
i1 [X.
EPHN (n=3) 86.11 58.33 38.54 88.89 60.42 70.83
(75.00, 94.44) (4167, 63.89)  (19.79, 41.67) (6944, 91.67)  (52.08, 6250)  (70.83, 75.00)
E4h (n=18) 84.72 63.90 35.94 91.67 61.46 70.83
(79.87, 95.14) (5140, 75.70) (3021, 54.95)  (86.11, 97.22)  (54.69, 70.83)  (69.80, 75.00)
VAL 0.051 0.907 0.202 1.118 0.504 0.435
Pl 0.960 0.364 0.840 0.264 0.614 0.664
SCHERAY
18/ (n=10) 94.44 73.61 44.80 91.67 63.54 70.83
(86.11, 100.00)  (63.89, 81.25)  (36.20, 88.02)  (88.20, 97.92)  (59.38, 77.60)  (70.83, 75.00)
FH (n=11) 80.56 52.78 30.21 91.67 58.33 70.83
(75.00, 83.33)  (41.67, 5833)  (20.83, 3646)  (86.11, 91.67)  (50.00, 62.50)  (62.50, 75.00)
VAL 3.054 3.426 3.185 0.748 1.978 0.686
Pl 0.002 0.001 0.001 0.455 0.048 0.493
(iR ANIRES
BEUE (n=7) 97.22 75.00 79.17 91.67 64.58 70.83
(80.56, 100.00) (5833, 83.33)  (38.54, 89.58) (88.89, 100.00) (52.08, 79.17)  (70.83, 83.33)
AEEIE 81.95 56.95 35.42 90.28 60.42 70.83
(n=14) (77.09, 86.11) (4583, 68.06)  (20.83, 36.46)  (84.72, 9444)  (53.13, 63.54) (6563, 75.00)
VAi: 1 2.144 1.909 2.887 1.547 1.497 0.323
PfH 0.032 0.056 0.004 0.122 0.134 0.747
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Table 4. Evaluation results of reporting quality assessed by RIGHT (%)

iﬁggf’ wRER R R HER J?E;E REVISIE  ypm sk
N5 gty T 7 AN A B

" 91.67 56.25 5.00 53.57 50.00 50.00 66.67 54.29
2! 87.50 71.88 15.00 53.57 25.00 62.50 41.67 56.43
3t 83.33 81.25 5.00 57.14 0.00 37.50 33.33 52.14
4 75.00 84.38 85.00 100.00 100.00 75.00 66.67 84.29
5l 62.50 81.25 0.00 71.43 50.00 43.75 66.67 57.14
6" 66.67 43.75 10.00 60.71 0.00 50.00 33.33 43.57
78 70.83 65.63 0.00 39.29 0.00 56.25 58.33 46.43
gl 79.17 43.75 5.00 64.29 0.00 0.00 33.33 40.00
91l 75.00 78.13 10.00 53.57 0.00 68.75 66.67 56.43
107 83.33 75.00 35.00 82.14 0.00 43.75 75.00 64.29
1™ 83.33 81.25 50.00 57.14 0.00 62.50 33.33 61.43
12 79.17 96.88 95.00 96.43 25.00 81.25 58.33 84.29
13 58.33 65.63 90.00 85.71 75.00 87.50 91.67 77.14
14 87.50 65.63 50.00 96.43 25.00 50.00 33.33 66.43
157 75.00 37.50 20.00 75.00 0.00 18.75 33.33 44.29
16" 75.00 68.75 10.00 50.00 0.00 75.00 41.67 52.14
177 83.33 71.88 0.00 71.43 0.00 62.50 58.33 57.14
18 75.00 62.50 0.00 32.14 0.00 18.75 33.33 38.57
198 95.83 78.13 0.00 67.86 0.00 75.00 58.33 61.43
208" 100.00 65.63 5.00 64.29 25.00 62.50 41.67 57.86
21" 95.83 71.88 15.00 67.86 25.00 37.50 41.67 57.86
FEARER 8016 £10.86 68.90+14.51 24.05+31.37 66.67=18.12 19.05+£2840 5327+2224 50.79 1726 57.79 + 12.65
(x£s)

x5 WANIER/HIAREREITFNTEITER%, M (P, Prs) ]
Table 5. Results of subgroup analysis of reporting quality assessment incorporating guidelines/consensus
[%s M(PZS! P75)]

- a6 . o TR 5 Fa SR g
W40 HEAGEE CB5 TEE eI FRGE g BER i)
Hi X
EN (n=3) 75.00 62.50 15.00 67.86 0.00 18.75 33.33
(75.00,95.83) (37.50,71.88) (0.00,20.00) (32.14,75.00) (0.00,25.00) (18.75,37.50) (33.33,41.67)
E4h (n=18) 81.25 71.88 10.00 64.29 0.00 62.50 58.33
(73.96,87.50) (65.63,81.25) (3.75,50.00) (53.57,83.03) (0.00,31.25) (48.44,75.00) (33.33,66.67)
Vi: 1 0.051 1517 0.153 0.353 0.562 2378 1.603
Pl 0.959 0.129 0.879 0.724 0.574 0.017 0.109
SCHRZEHY
F8r (n=10) 85.42 73.44 25.00 76.79 25.00 56.25 62.50
(71.88,92.71) (65.63,82.03) (3.75,86.26) (64.29,96.43) (18.75,56.25) (43.75,76.56) (41.67,68.75)
FR (n=11) 75.00 65.63 5.00 57.14 0.00 56.25 33.33
(75.00,83.33) (43.75,78.13)  (0.00,10.00) (50.00,64.29)  (0.00,0.00) (18.75,62.50) (33.33,58.33)
VAIEN 0.997 1.524 1.710 2437 3.227 1.134 2.428
PfH 0.319 0.128 0.087 0.015 0.001 0.257 0.015
iR ADIRZS
HEUE (n=7) 79.17 71.88 50.00 85.71 25.00 62.50 41.67
(75.00,87.50) (65.63,84.38) (20.00,90.00) (67.86,96.43) (0.00,75.00) (37.50,81.25) (33.33,66.67)
AEIEIE 81.25 70.32 5.00 58.93 0.00 53.13 50.00
(n=14) (73.96,88.54) (60.94,78.13) (0.00,10.00) (52.68,68.75) (0.00,25.00) (42.19,64.06) (33.33,66.67 )
Vi1 0.151 0.751 3.510 2768 1.834 0.864 0.269
PlH 0.880 0.453 <0.001 0.006 0.067 0.388 0.788
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